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Guiding principles for State Rural Development Councils (SRDCs) from the National Farm Bill 

 That SRDCs shall include representation from all agencies, organizations and individuals who are dedicated 
to enhancing economic and social opportunities for rural citizens. 

 That SRDCs shall seek the support and participation of the governors of the states in which the SRDC operates. 

 That participation in SRDC decisions and operations shall be open to all who wish to participate. 

 The SRDCs shall represent the diversity of states’ rural populations and geography. 

 That all that participate in SRDCs shall have a voice in their decision and that the SRDCs shall be free from 
control of any single individual, organization, agency, sector, political party or interest group. 

 That SRDCs shall provide open, neutral environments where all participants’ voices can be heard and where 
major decisions are reached, whenever possible, through consensus. 

 That SRDCs shall receive financial and other support from diverse sources. 

 That SRDCs shall retain an executive director to manage the operation of the SRDC if financially able to do 
so, and if not, the SRDC shall be operated by a working board of directors. 

 That all SRDCs shall participate in the nationwide network of SRDCs known as Partners for Rural America. 

 

Recent Highlights of Partners for Rural America and State Rural Development Councils 

Held annual conferences in Vermont (2013), Wyoming (2014), Virginia (2015) and Arizona (2016) attended by most of 
the active Councils to conduct organization business, plan for the future and learn from successful initiatives of the 
host SRDC and each other. 

At its board meetings in alternate months had presentations by outside experts including Lillian Salerno, USDA Deputy 
Under Secretary; Bonnie (Hildreth) Gettys, President/CEO of Barry (Michigan) Community Foundation; Doug 
O’Brien, White House Domestic Policy Council; Lucy Johnson, Deputy Assistant Secretary at U.S. Department of 
Education; Brian Gibbons and Lynn Chadwick, National Telecommunications and Information Administration; Dan 
McGranahan, USDA Economic Research Service and Liz Sosa of Public Square Communities. 

Representatives of SRDCs continue as active participants in the State Rural Policy Initiative to assemble and recommend 
best practices, help implement rural research and build a coordinated rural development approach. 

Most all SRDCs continue to sponsor or are active participants in annual rural policy summits and conferences to call 
attention to rural needs and successes and build collaboration to address rural challenges. 

Reaffirmed Partners for Rural America nonprofit corporation status with the District of Columbia and tax exemption 
from federal income tax with IRS. 

Submitted a request to USDA for recognition of sixteen State Rural Development Councils who meet the criteria under 
the Farm Bill. 

Acknowledges the efforts of SRDCs in Washington, Oregon and 
Idaho to advance and enhance initiatives across state lines, 
eliminate impediments, share expertise and seek new 
opportunities for rural progress with funding assistance from 
USDA. 

Continues efforts to update and expand the Partners for Rural 
America website. 

PRA changed its official address to that of the Vermont Council on 
Rural Development, P.O. Box 1384, Montpelier, VT 05601 and 
moved its banking to Community National Bank in 
Montpelier. 

PRA commends Chris Marko, Co-Chair of Oregon Rural 
Development Council, for his service on the Board of the 
Community Development Society. 

Page 2 



3  

Partners for Rural America | 2016 Annual Report  Page 3 Page 3 

  State Council Highlights 
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P. O. Box 1384, Montpelier, VT 05601 | www.partnersforruralamerica.org 

Working together to improve the quality of life in rural America 

2015/2016 PRA officers: 
Chair: Jerry Townsend, Illinois Rural Partners  

Vice-Chair: Christy Morton, Council of Rural Virginia 
Secretary: Charlotte Davis, Rural Maryland Council 

Treasurer: Paul Costello, Vermont Council on Rural Development 

Just a few of our committed rural leaders at our 2015 annual conference in Virginia.  

Partners for Rural America dedicates the 2016 Annual Report to  Paul Costello of the Vermont 

Council on Rural Development  and Steve McHenry of the Rural Maryland Council who were 

original founders of  this organization and continue by example and leadership to be by 

inspiration,  sharing of their wisdom and guidance and the respect they command from others  

are a force that we relish and need. 

http://www.partnersforruralamerica.org

